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INTERIOR DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES EARLY TEAL HUNTING SEASON FOR 1965 

The blue-winged teal, an early migrating North American duck, will be the 

object of an experimental hunting season in the Central and Mississippi Flyways 

this year, the Department of the Interior announced today. 

A nine-day season, scheduled for September as a research project, will require 

close cooperation between Federal and State wildlife agencies and individual 

hunters, said John Gottschalk, Director of Interior's Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife. He said the bulk of blue-wings normally migrate before opening day 

of the regular waterfowl season and, therefore, shooting pressure on them is light. 

"Since a relatively small portion of the blue-winged teal population is taken 
by hunters, the natural mortality of these birds is obviously quite high, judging 
from our annual counts," Director Gottschalk said. "We hope to determine if a 
greater kill will take birds that would die anyway, or whether it would add to the 
overall annual mortality rate and how much." 

Other factors to be determined from the experimental season include the number 
of teal killed according to age, sex, and species; hunter interest and participa- 
tion by location and time periods; the degree to which hunters distinguish teal, 
including blue-winged, green-winged, and cinnamon, from other species of duck. 
The kill of green-winged and cinnamon teal is expected to be small because green- 
wings are late migrants and cinnamon teal are uncommon in the Central and 
Mississippi Flyways, 

Mississippi Flyway States are Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee, 
and Wisconsin. 

The Central Flyway includes Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahcma, South 
Dakota, Texas, and those portions of Colorado, Montana, New Mexico, and Wyoming 
lying east of the Continental Divide. 



The Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife will conduct two special surveys 
during the experimental season, requesting help from hunters selected at random. 
A wing collection survey will provide information on species, age, and sex of the 
birds bagged during the special season. A mail questionnaire survey will help 
answer such questions as hunter effort and total kill by time periods. Approxi- 
mately 800 hunters in each State will receive packets of envelopes for the wing 
collection survey and about 1,000 additional hunters will receive the kill survey 
questionnaires. 

Basically, the regulations will permit each State to select a nine-day season 
between September l-30, 1965. The bag limit will be four birds per day and eight 
in possession. These limits can include blue-winged, green-winged, and cinnamon 
teal, singly or in the aggregate. Shooting hours will be from sunrise to sunset. 

Hunters participating in the special teal season must have a permit which 
will be available from their State wildlife agencies. Local information concerning 
specific season dates and other regulations, as well as method of applying for a 
permit, will be announced by the individual State Fish and Game Departments, 
Director Gottschalk added. 
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